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Here it isi == the first Host
ina long chain stretohing firbm Pitte=
bareh to Erie. Tihe Camp Virgieisa Treass
Hosbel, idealiy situsted overlosking
the rolling countryside~ of the Cono-
quenessing Velley within sn ecsy three—
mile hiking distanes of Jéliendple or
Evans Cibvoentioa
from PlthhurEh, upana as a yeam=round
Hestel June 23,

Un June 3 and 4§ tha Fittaourgh
Couneil sent = werk party to the comp,
anid now in additien to ths statemont,
"lie hold our outings regaraless of “the
weather," we con alse say, ™ie Hold
oupr work -parties . reperdless

the” work .crew cleared the ground,
hauled: “the  stones-for.the.fivreplace,
and prepared everything for the follow=
ing day's work of pitching the tents,
camenting the fireplace, 'and bailding
the tébles and benches for ezting.

The Cémp ~ &Y which the hostel is
located is operated by The Brashezp
Agaoedntinn, and during the nine—week

gummer ssason its facilities are fully
utilized by the children from the Bra=
shaar Scbilement. Houges dn Fittsburgh's
Soutl: Side, During tihls time hostel
accomnodetions are previded: for eight
fellcows ang sight girls  in two large
Army pyramidal tenbs)  Food purchssed
cat stores ss close as 2 ten-minute walk
from the hestel czn be cocked on the
fups outdoer, fireplace, Luring the
‘summer the cemp pool and showers will
be most refrsshing after your hike or
pike trip out.-- The remainder of the
yesr, the buncrooms will belin a brick
farm house with fireplaeces In the rooms;
Ater the Council-spensored week-
end-of Fune 23, tke hostelers, asecord-
ing to stendard hosteling custom,
should' reserve in advence with - the

hotsenarents.  Mry onfd fires ‘Teany' Parsd

35-mile oycle trip .

of the -
waaﬁhﬂr " In miserzble, ruiny weather,
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kowski. & letter (with posteard for
reply) sddressed to the houseparents
at Camp Virginia Trees Hostel, Hi Dy
No, 1, Evang City, Fa,, or a phonecall
to Zelienople 477 -1 will 1Iet the

housepsrents know that you are coming

and =2ssure’ you of a place to sleep,
From time to time, G&uncil—ﬂpnﬂsarad
weekends' w11l £i11 the Hostel to capac-
ity, ‘but at other times passholders
can use the Hostel din small groups,
The ‘next sponsored weekend will 'be
July 15 and 16, with Wes Bunnelle lead-
ing the hikers and Crate Kriner; the
cyelists,

To gein admittance to the Hostel,
the hosteler is required to errive
under his own steam with a current AYH
pass, a sheet sleeping sack, anc ecating
gear, The Hostel will have bornkets
and pots and pans, The hostelcrs give
their passes to Lhe housepsrents, sien
the registry book and pay the overnight
fee of if under 21 and G5O¢ if
older, A sheet sleering sack is 2n
envelope made from muslin or an old
sheet into which you ean crawl before
heopping under the Hostel blanket, In
colder weather ‘s standard blanket or
featheyr ‘Slesping bag will fulfill the
sleeping sack requirements,

Here 18 the Hostel, the first one,
If you use it, there will be ancther
arid #pnther Aand a5 o o Frdes
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CYCLE RACING IN THE

PITTSBURGH DISTRICT

by Tony Pranses

For LO years, imericen cyclists
have been putty in the hands of Zuro-
pean Olympic competitors; but there
were once golden days in the United’
States--1609 to 1905 when American
anklers took back seats to no one eny-
where in the world, It was during this
period that shouts and cheers from the
Velodrome in old Allegheny drowned out
those from nearby Exposition Buseball
Pgrk, Begides the ever-popular sprints,
there were paced races behind *two,
four, or even five-seaters to add a
strictly American flavor te a Sunday
cycling program, But grandest of all
was the big annual "Cleveland to Pittse
burgh Race" featuring as mary as 200
of the best anklers in the nation., In
1904, the winner established a record
whieh still st-nds--9 hours, 2 minutes
(and no paved roads!),

Then e=me the dark ages to our
area until, lat: in August 1549, eycle
racing was reborn when 6 men and L
women from AYH ran 28 miles cross-
country against the clock. In Qetober,
track races brought forth an Sven
larger twnout, Thusly encouraged,
the Fittsburgh Council Jauached its
1950 National Youth Hostel Week obser-
vence with a racing classie--107 miles
cross country, The winning time of
T hours, 7 minutes would win no Furoe
pean laurels, but considering the ter—
rain and weather, and recalling the
enthusiasm of competitors, Fress, and
public, it became eclear that cyeling
has a place in the repertory of Ameri-
can sport. With the happy mixture of
racing and touring AYH offers, anklers
of first rank can develop here., Who

knows? HNext year someone may erack
Ehad 17 rarea T i T R s b sl o e e

The Pollacks 4t Avella f prisy
us by remsmbering everyone's\n

lsst year,,.they missed Mzrtha Wood who
was "just lenrning” last year,....Nat!l
Youth Hosiel Week: Policemen along the
century route siopped treffic for the
racers—Tony Pranses, Larry Cohen, Ted
Jeannette led the field,,.Five of the

' racers made MeConnell's Mills the next

day--trails, rocks, crawling caves——no
more buttons on Stan Beston's shirtlil
The Paker Trail nite hike convinced us
that we should have more evening trips
ltit\h-E I'i‘d'E:L‘ b}l" nightd.“?i?ian Reich—
man's folk songs--her husband's "EHlood
on the Saddle",,.louise Pranses almost
covered the city on her walkatour,..
luxurious overnight at the Inprovenant
of the Poor C near Warrental€ssse
T T Jim Deitt will give Bear Cave on
Helen Macllurdo's Chestnut Ridge hike
his vote over Dulaney’s Cave-——nore ine
dividual exploring.....Unity-North Bes-
semer cyele trip for beginners comerted
Dottis” Stewert, Kay Walczak, and Dele
Knapschafer,.,..Remember the glamﬂnrﬂt
in Pgh, on Mey 277..:Mount Davis is
closer to the clouds,..5 or 6 milcs in
the rain,..John Ferchak looks good in
a blanket-sarong,..besutiful, clear
night,..reck sealing,."we will return,
A8 the first hikers reached the
top of the dirt reoad, the first biker
came down the main road into Gill Hall
—=that is Joan and Kay Walczak's per—
fect trip planning,....Mary Comensky
wants to take her dog on some trips
soon because he is getting old and she
wante him to see some of the world be-
fore he dies.....From Aspinwell to the
Kiskiminetns Junetion wiz Baker Trail -
with packe from Friday night To Sunday
8:23 trein,..Lloyd George, a pedigreed,
mongral, joined AYH in Fox Chapel and
hiked the distance...Sunday was the
most besutiful dey ever--even the packs
didn't complain,,,Henry Fosner's first
trip; but 10 days in the Smokies is
"rather" good training—he gots poison
ivy, poor fellow,..the bikers had a
rough halfemile through filelds and
woods from the road to the Grest Ocks
campsite with their cyclcs.....flashi.
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